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Dear  Sena tors: 

In  the wake of the dea th  of Dezirae Sheldon, you  asked tha t  I review any 

public documents tha t  may be of help to you in  understanding Dezirae’s home 

life pr ior  to her  dea th .  Subsequent ly, I obta ined public cr iminal record 

informat ion  for  Dezirae’s mother , Sandra  Eastman, from the Rut land County 

Super ior  Cour t .  I am not  permit ted to access confident ia l records of the 

Depar tment  of Public Safety, the Depar tment  of Correct ions, or  t he 

Depar tment  for  Children  and Families.  This let ter  summarizes wha t  I was 

able to piece together  from the cour t  documents and, while it  does answer  

some quest ions posed by panel members, it  is by no means complete.   

 

Based on  my review of the documents , it  appears as though there a re 

er ror s in  the records, a s well a s a  sentencing devia t ion  from a  required 

sta tu tory minimum, which  a re of pa r t icu lar  concern  to you.  You asked tha t  I 

h ighlight  these issues in  the hope tha t  they may be discussed, and if 

appropr ia te, corrected.  These issues include:  

 

1)  There was a  cler ica l er ror  of some significance made in  2008 with  

respect  to Ms. Eastman ’s convict ion  for  Lewd and Lascivious Conduct  with  

a  Child (L & L with  a  Child).  After  the plea  was accepted and 

Ms. Eastman was sentenced, the offense was er roneously recorded as Lewd 

and Lascivious Conduct  (L & L), which  ca rr ies lesser  pena lt ies and 

requirements under  t he sex offender  regist ra t ion  laws.  This er ror  was 

repea ted consisten t ly in  Ms. Eastman ’s records – from her  “rap sheet” to 

subsequent  cour t  orders.   

 

2)  Ms. Eastman was sentenced for  the L & L with a  Child in  2008 to a  

minimum sentence below the sta tu tory manda tory minimum for the 

offense.   
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3)  Ms. Eastman’s cr imina l record indica tes she is a  lifet ime regist ran t  of 

the Sex Offender  Regist ry, yet  she does not  appear  on  the In ternet  

Regist ry as required by law.  Ms. Eastman may not  appear  on  the In ternet  

Regist ry because her  record incorrect ly sta tes her  offense as L & L, an  

offense tha t , ba rr ing other  aggravat ing factors, does not  require In ternet  

post ing.   

 

Convict ion  for  Lewd and Lascivious Conduct  with  a  Child 

 

On 04/22/08, Ms. Eastman was charged with  Sexua l Assault  – Vict im 

under  the age of 16 (13 V.S.A. § 3252(c)).
1
  Ms. Eastman, 24 years-old a t  the 

t ime, a llegedly had sexua l in tercourse with  a  15-year -old juvenile on  severa l 

occasions and was pregnant  with  the juvenile’s ch ild.  The offense was 

repor ted to the police by the vict im’s mother , a  fr iend of Ms. Eastman .
2
  At  

a r ra ignment , Ms. Eastman was released on  condit ions, including tha t  she not  

have contact  with the vict im or  be present  a t  the home, school, or  workplace 

of the vict im.
3
 

 

On 10/18/08, the Rut land County Sta te’s At torney filed an  amended 

informat ion , reducing the charge against  Ms. Eastman from Sexua l Assault  

to L & L w/ a  Child.  The amended informat ion  sta ted tha t  Ms. Eastman 

“willfu lly and lewdly commit [ted]a  lewd act  upon the body of a  ch ild under  

the age of 16 years with  the in ten t  of sa t isfying her  sexual desires  … in  

viola t ion  of Tit le 13, Vermont  Sta tu tes Annota ted § 2602 ...”  The amended 

informat ion  sta ted the pena lty for  a  fir st  offense of a  viola t ion  of § 2602 – “not  

less than  2 years nor  more than  15 years, $5,000.00, or  both.”  Also included 

on  the document  was “CODE: 13V2601.”  This code appears to refer  

er roneously to 13 V.S.A. § 2601, Lewd and Lascivious Conduct , for  which  the 

pena lty is not  less than  5 years’ impr isonment  or  a  fine of not  more than  

$300.00, or  both .
4
 

 

On 10/22/08, Ms. Eastman and the Rut land Sta te’s At torney signed a  plea  

agreement  whereby Ms. Eastman agreed to offer  a  plea  of guilty to one count  

of L & L w/ a  Child and the pa r t ies agreed to recommend a  sentence of 18 

months to 7 years, suspended, with  proba t ion .  Specia l condit ions of 

proba t ion  included sex offender  t rea tment  and a  prohibit ion  on  contact  with  

the vict im  without  pr ior  wr it ten  approva l, which  should take in to 

                                            
1
 Docket  No. 603-4-08. 

2
 Affidavit  of Fa ir  Haven  Police Detect ive Gary J . Bout in .  

3
 Docket  No. 603-4-08. 

4
 Amendment  of In forma t ion , Sta te of Vermont  v. Sandy Eastman .  
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considera t ion  any valid pa rent -ch ild contact  order  concern ing the vict im and 

h is ch ild.
5
  J udge Harold Ea ton  accepted the plea  and an  adjudicat ion  of 

guilty was en tered. 

 

On 11/04/08, Ms. Eastman filed a  mot ion  to amend her  condit ions of 

proba t ion .  J udge Thomas Zonay granted the mot ion  the following day “to 

add an  except ion  tha t  Defendant  may cont inue to reside a t  the home of 

[vict im’s mother ]…
6
 

 

On 11/06/08, a  hear ing was scheduled on  the mat ter  of Ms. Eastman ’s 

fa ilure to provide required informat ion  to the Vermont  Cr imina l Informat ion  

Center  (VCIC) for  pu rposes of the Sex Offender  Regist ry.  The record 

indica tes tha t  Ms. Eastman submit ted the informat ion  on  tha t  da te and tha t  

it  was sent  to VCIC. 

 

After  the en t ry of judgment  and imposit ion of sentence on  10/22/08, Docket  

No. 603-4-08 and a ll documents I reviewed rela ted to Ms. Eastman ’s cr imina l 

records sta te tha t  she was convicted of L & L, not  L & L with  a  Child.  It  

appears as though one small er ror  made by copying the wrong code off the 

amended informat ion  resu lted in  a ll subsequent  records a t  the cour t , the 

Depar tment  of Cor rect ions (DOC), VCIC, etc. being incorrect . 

 

 

Viola t ion  of Probat ion  

 

On 10/06/10, a  proba t ion  viola t ion  complaint  was filed in  the Cr imina l 

Division  of the Rut land Super ior  Cour t , a lleging tha t  Ms. Eastman had fa iled 

to meet  with her  proba t ion  officer  as directed and had not  complied with  sex 

offender  t rea tment .
7
  Ms. Eastman pled not  guilty and ba il was set  a t  $200 

and condit ions.  Ms. Eastman did not  make ba il and was t ransfer red to 

Nor thwest  Sta te Correct iona l Facility (NWSCF).  On 1/31/11, Ms. Eastman 

admit ted to the viola t ion  and on  3/09/11 J udge Theresa  DiMauro imposed the 

or iginal sen tence of 18 months to 7 years, a ll suspended except  for  141 days , 

for  which  she was given  credit  for  t ime served in  NWSCF await ing 

disposit ion  of the charge.  J udge DiMauro a lso imposed addit iona l condit ions 

on  Ms. Eastman’s con t inued proba t ion , including tha t  she submit  to 

elect ronic monitor ing as required by her  proba t ion  officer .
8
 

 

                                            
5
  P lea  agreement  of th e Sta te of Vermont  and Sandy Eastman , 10/22/08.  

6
 Docket  No. 603-4-08.  

7
 Proba t ion  viola t ion  compla in t , St a t e of Vermont  v. Sandy Eastman , 10/06/10.  

8
 Docket  No. 603-4-08. 
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Cruelty to Children  Under  10 by One Over  16 

 

On 4/18/2013, Ms. Eastman was charged with  a  viola t ion  of 13 V.S.A. 

§ 1304 for  “fa iling to provide prompt  medica l t rea tment ” to a  juvenile.  The 

a ffidavit  submit ted in  suppor t  of the informat ion  sta ted tha t  Ms. Eastman 

brought  a  one-year -old ch ild to the hospita l with  a  r ight  t ibia  fracture.  

Fur ther  test s determined the ch ild had an  older  fracture of the left  leg.  Ms. 

Eastman in it ia lly told medica l personnel tha t  she did not  know how the 

fractured occurred and la ter  provided var ious inconsisten t  sta tements about  

the possible cause of the fractures and why she did not  seek medica l 

a t ten t ion  ea r lier .
9
   

 

Ms. Eastman was a r ra igned on  4/29/13.  J udge DiMauro set  condit ions of 

release tha t  included no cont act  with  the one-year -old vict im and no 

unsupervised contact  with  ch ildren  except  as directed by the Depar tment  for  

Children  and Families (DCF).
10

   

 

On 7/31/13, Ms. Eastman pled guilty and was sentenced by J udge DiMauro 

to one to two years’ impr isonment , a ll suspended, to run  consecut ive to the 

2008 sentence and terms of proba t ion .  Addit iona l condit ions of proba t ion  

included a  direct ive to “act ively pa r t icipate in  violence counseling for  anger  

management  and/or  domest ic violence … if directed by your  proba t ion  officer” 

and to “abide by the requirements of your  case plan  and disposit ion  plan  as 

directed by DCF.”
11

 

 

Sta tus as a  Sex Offender  

 

A cr imina l history record for  Ms. Eastman on  3/14/13 sta tes tha t  she was 

convicted of L & L in  2008 and is a  lifet ime regist ran t  on  the Sex Offender  

Regist ry.  It  is not  en t irely clea r  why Ms. Eastman is designa ted as a  lifet ime 

regist ran t , a s neither  L & L or  L & L with  a  Child require lifet ime 

regist ra t ion  and she does not  appear  to have a  r ecord of pr ior  sexua l offense 

convict ions.  It  is possible she is listed as a  lifet ime regist ran t  for  being 

noncomplian t  with sex offender  t rea tment , bu t  th is is pure specu la t ion  

because she is not  listed on  the public In ternet  Sex Offender  Regist ry 

(In ternet  Regist ry).  

 

                                            
9
 Affidavit  of Corpora l Raymond J . LaMor ia , J r ., 3/13/13.  

10
 Docket  No. 667-4-13. 

11
 Not ice of plea  agreemen t  and proba t ion  war ran t , 7/31/13.  
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Sta te law requires informat ion  on  persons such  as Ms. Eastman  who have 

been  convicted of L & L with  a  Child to be posted on  the In ternet  Regist ry.
12

  

It  is possible tha t  she was left  er roneously off the public regist ry because 

cour t  records sent  to the VCIC and others indica ted she was convicted of an  

offense (L & L) tha t  does not  require In ternet  post ing.  However , it  is 

perplexing how she has been  designa ted a  lifet ime regist ran t , but  not  subject  

to the In ternet  Regist ry, because by sta tu t e, genera lly, a ll lifet ime regist ran ts 

a re subject  to the In ternet  Regist ry. 

 

P lease let  me know if you  have any addit iona l quest ions or  if you  would 

like me to pursue addit ional informat ion  on any of the issues ra ised in  th is 

let ter . 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Michele Childs 

Legisla t ive Counsel 

                                            
12

 13 V.S.A. § 5411a . 


